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CULTIVATING TALENT. INSPIRING EXCELLENCE.

In this close-knit community, our brightest scholars are empowered to thrive and inspired to
lead with purpose.

At the Burnett Honors College (BHC), you'll find a transformative, vibrant community that fosters academic
excellence, interdisciplinary inquiry and personal growth. Here our most academically talented and motivated
Knights become part of a dynamic learning environment that challenges and supports them as they build a

foundation for lifelong success.

With an enroliment of just over 2,200 scholars, BHC offers a unique experience that combines the advantages
of an elite small college with the cutting-edge resources of a large metropolitan research university. As it

builds on its success, the college is becoming a model for honors education across the nation.

At its heart is a powerful sense of community that sets the BHC apart. Through intentional collaborative
spaces, planned intimate gatherings, large-scale celebrations and even a lush meditation garden, scholars
regularly come together with family, faculty, alumni and friends, ensuring holistic support and creating a

home away from home.

Through this balance of academic rigor and engaging social experiences, scholars form a deep sense of

connection and belonging as they reach for the stars and beyond.




WHAT STUDENTS SAY

‘ . Growing up in a family of first responders on Florida's West Coast, Gabrielle Doherty witnessed the effects
. of natural disasters up close and watched as her parents and siblings put their lives on the line to help
others. When she came to UCF to study civil engineering, it was with a passion and drive to do her part to

protect her community by gaining technical expertise in infrastructure design and flood mitigation. Along
the way, she found a new community in the Burnett Honors College, where she has grown into a leader and
mentor to other scholars.

“I was drawn to UCF because of its top engineering program, and to the Burnett Honors College because

of the small-college experience and sense of community that | knew | would need in a big, new place,”

says Gabrielle, who is coordinator of the Dean’s Leadership Council that connects BHC students, staff and
alumni. “There is no competitive air here — every single person is supportive, and we all lift each other up. My experience in
the honors college has helped me develop strong leadership skills, which are so important as | prepare for my career. But
it also gives me an opportunity to give back to the college that has done so much for me, and to create that same sense of
community spirit for others every day.”

As an anthropology student, one of Emily Peterson'’s bucket list items was to visit Turkey and experience its
rich archeological history firsthand. Thanks to a BHC study abroad scholarship, she spent a whole summer
studying at the archeological field school in the ancient city of Kerkenes. She took part in a UCF-directed
project that is world-renowned for its early adoption and extensive use of innovative technologies to
uncover the secrets of this 2,500-year-old city.

“I got extraordinary hands-on experience in my field, working with artifacts and learning how to handle
and process them — skills that will serve me for my entire career,” says Emily, whose goal is to become
a zooarchaeologist focused on uncovering and analyzing animal remains. “It also connected me to

e “ archaeologists from institutions in the Netherlands, Kenya, Australia, Greece, Turkey and more. That
experience of working on an international team — finding ways to communicate and collaborate even when we didn't speak
each other’s languages — was invaluable, and | learned so much from them.”

Emily’s experience exceeded her expectations, and she encourages other students to pursue their dreams of studying
abroad. “Living and learning in a different country and culture is incredibly impactful,” says Emily. “The BHC scholarship was
instrumental in helping to fund my trip so that | could focus on the educational and field experiences themselves, which | will
carry with me throughout my life.”
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THE ALUMNI PERSPECTIVE

chair of the Habitat for Humanity Board of Directors.

Thomas Huang 17 started high school in China when his family temporarily relocated from the United States
for his father’s job. That experience ignited a passion for studying and living abroad that has defined his
academic and professional career. At the Burnett Honors College, Thomas found a path to pursue his dreams,
double-majoring in economics and political science, with a minor in international business. He studied at seven
universities in five countries —an achievement made possible through scholarships. He has since lived and
worked all over the world, and he currently calls Hong Kong home, where he works for PwC and serves as vice

“Looking back at my time at the Burnett Honors College, | realize just how much it has shaped my global journey.
It provided more than just an education; it was a launchpad into a world of opportunities,” says Thomas, who

received the elite Boren and Critical Language scholarships, as well as the UCF Provost Scholarship, among others. “The guidance
| received on studying abroad and navigating prestigious scholarships opened doors to rich, diverse experiences. Engaging with

students and dignitaries from around the world taught me valuable lessons in diplomacy and working in international settings, and |

see the impact in my work in Hong Kong every day. A strong foundation matters — it's what turns dreams into realities.”

as a Thomas R. Pickering Foreign Affairs fellow.

After earning her degree in political science, with a specialization in international relations, Stephanie
Straface 11 became a foreign service officer with the U.S. Department of State. That was the beginning of

a distinguished career that has included tours in Sweden, Afghanistan, Kazakhstan, the Department's 24/7
Operations Center, and multiple roles with the Bureau of Western Hemisphere Affairs specializing in Cuba
and Central America. She credits the Burnett Honors College with preparing her for admission to one of the
top graduate programs in diplomacy and international relations at Seton Hall University and for her selection

“The Burnett Honors College gave me more than an education — it gave me a community that pushed me
to dream bigger and believe | belonged in rooms | once thought were out of reach,” says Stephanie, whose

expertise in public diplomacy and strategic communications has advanced U.S. foreign policy in complex political environments
around the world. “The mentorship and support | found there shaped the way | lead, the way | serve and the way | show up for
others. Staying connected to BHC is my way of giving back to the place that helped me see what was possible.”

As part of her ongoing commitment to the college, Stephanie established the Kathryn and William Busch Scholarship for Positive
Change in honor of her grandparents, who always encouraged her to use her voice. This scholarship supports travel and expenses for

BHC students doing internships with organizations that are dedicated to serving others and making a difference in the world.

HONORS SCHOLARSHIPS

Scholarship Fund — More than a quarter

of all BHC scholars have been Pell Grant-
eligible at some point during their academic
journey, and many students in the college
also work to support their education.

Your gifts help top talent learn, grow and
reach the finish line. Scholarships remove
financial barriers to a college degree and
the experiential learning opportunities
that ensure a transformational education.

Research Fund — Our signature
undergraduate research programs are
creating a growing body of work that is being
shared and celebrated globally — with honors
undergraduate theses being accessed more
than two million times by scholars around
the world. Donors can support these world-
class research opportunities, which help
prepare scholars for graduate school and
their chosen careers.

Study Abroad Fund — A study abroad
experience can be life-changing, giving

a scholar access to a world they may
never have had the opportunity to explore.
You can help fund scholarships that
remove barriers and offer students a way
to become more educated and caring
global citizens.
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BHC PROGRAMS

BHC is recognized as one of UCF’s colleges, but it does not

confer degrees, as all alumni are also graduates of at least one

other college. Scholars represent a diverse range of degrees
from across UCF, with the majority enrolled in STEM majors,
similar to the broader UCF student body.

BHC offers two distinct programs of study:

. University Honors (UH) — This program offers a small-
college experience and includes a dedicated curriculum
with an honors symposium, general education classes,
upper-division courses and interdisciplinary seminars.

. Honors Undergraduate Thesis (HUT) — High-achieving
UCF juniors and seniors can take part in HUT, engaging
in original research under faculty guidance. HUT is
UCF’s oldest and most prestigious undergraduate
research program.

There are multiple entry points that welcome students at

various stages of their academic career:

First Time in College — Incoming first-year students may
apply for University Honors as part of the fall freshman
admissions process.

Second-Year Entry — Current UCF students can apply
through the second-year entry process, which allows
those who began the previous summer or fall semesters
to join, based on academic performance.

Honors Associate of Arts — Direct Connect students
transferring to UCF with an Honors Associate of Arts
degree have a dedicated pathway into University Honors.

Inspire Scholars — High-achieving, at-risk students can
become part of BHC through a statewide partnership with

Take Stock in Children.

OFFERINGS

UNIQUE OFFERINGS FOR SCHOLARS

Scholars in the honors college have access to a unique suite
of programs that help them identify valuable scholarship
programs and opportunities, ready themselves for graduate
and professional programs, and prepare for their careers.

PRE-LAW NETWORK

The recently created Pre-Law Network helps scholars
navigate the rigorous law school application process.
The experience includes networking opportunities with
alumni working in the field, as well as resources through
Pre-Law Weekly.

BHC MEDICAL RESEARCH SCHOLARS PROGRAM

This program gives pre-health students and those in
related majors the opportunity to participate in research
at local hospitals under the guidance of physicians and
research scientists. BHC scholars have joined teams
across a wide variety of clinical areas, and the program
continues to expand.

TRANSFORMING ASPIRING LEADERS THROUGH
EXPERIENCE, NETWORKING AND TRAINING (TALENT)

Created as a bridge between academic excellence and
workforce readiness, the TALENT program connects scholars
with industry leaders, alumni mentors and internship
opportunities. It includes networking events, career

panels, skills-based workshops, etiquette luncheons and
mentoring, giving students a competitive edge in applying for
professional roles or graduate programs.

CLINICAL ACTIVITY, RESEARCH EXPERIENCE
AND SHADOWING (CARES)

Designed for scholars who plan to pursue careers

in healthcare, CARES collaborates with healthcare
organizations to create volunteer opportunities, job
shadowing, events, interview preparation for medical school,
potential employment opportunities and more.

OFFICE OF PRESTIGIOUS AWARDS (OPA)

OPA assists all UCF students but is housed in the BHC.
Students receive help identifying and securing prestigious,
highly competitive domestic and international scholarships,
fellowships and awards that bring acclaim to the student
and the university. By helping students navigate the complex
application processes, OPA elevates student success.




WHY UCF, WHY NOW

THE FUTURE STARTS HERE: At the University of Central
Florida, we anticipate the challenges of tomorrow and
rise to meet them today. Our researchers are solving

the world’s most pressing problems, and with every
breakthrough, we transcend boundaries and defy
expectations. This relentless pursuit of excellence has put
UCF on the map — and in the stars.

As a newly desighated preeminent institution and one

of the nation’s top 15 most innovative public universities,
UCF is boldly creating a future the world has only begun
to imagine. And you see that happening every day in the
Burnett Honors College. It is a catalyst for institutional
excellence and a key driver of UCF’s rising national
prominence across academic and leadership benchmarks.

BHC scholars excel in a setting that sparks enthusiasm,
drives ambition and taps into their full potential. They
consistently distinguish themselves across academic
benchmarks and set the standard for scholarly

engagement and success.

Around the globe, BHC alumni are attending the top graduate
and professional schools, teaching at prestigious universities,
employed at Fortune 50 companies and conducting life-
changing research. With more than 12,500 alumni to date, our
graduates are making their mark across nearly every industry
in locations all over the world.

Your investment unlocks potential and elevates student
success. Whether through a one-time gift, pledge,
planned giving or endowment, you have the power to help

cultivate talent and inspire excellence.

Join us on our mission. Go for Launch is more than a
campaign — it’'s our commitment to shaping what’s next.
Together, we are accelerating discovery, transforming lives and
building a future without limits. The engines are ignited, and
the trajectory is clear: innovation, impact and opportunity for
decades to come.

This is where a new generation of excellence begins.

BHC SUCCESS BY THE NUMBERS

2.3M+

GLOBAL DOWNLOADS OF
HONORS THESES

2,245

CURRENTLY ENROLLED
STUDENTS — ONLY 4% OF
UCF’S UNDERGRADUATE
POPULATION

81%

SCHOLARS WHO
GRADUATE IN FOUR
YEARS OR LESS

95%

BHC SCHOLARS WHO
ARE EMPLOYED OR
ENTER GRADUATE SCHOOL
UPON GRADUATION

TOP 3%

NATIONAL RANKING
OF BHC SCHOLAR ACT
AND SAT SCORES

30%

HOW MUCH MORE HONORS
SCHOLARS ARE PAID UPON
GRADUATION THAN NON-
HONORS GRADUATES

100%

PERCENTAGE OF THE
TOP 50 U.S. GRADUATE
SCHOOLS THAT
HAVE ADMITTED BHC
GRADUATES

12,500+

BURNETT HONORS
COLLEGE ALUMNI

100%

BHC SCHOLARS WHO PARTICIPATE
IN HIGH IMPACT EDUCATIONAL
PRACTICES, WHICH SIGNIFICANTLY
IMPACT STUDENT SUCCESS,
ON-TIME GRADUATION AND
SCHOOL-TO-CAREER TRANSITION

For more information, contact:

Shannon Duvall

Assistant Vice President of Development
Colleges and Programs

Advancement & Partnerships
Shannon.Duvall@ucf.edu

407-882-0225
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