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The University of Central Florida is paramount for producing scientific knowledge. Our capacity is built on the
spirit of acommunity of educators, learners and leaders in the College of Sciences whose ability to think critically
and make informed decisions — both individually and collectively — is helping us to solve some of the most
important societal challenges and to create opportunities that were unimaginable only a few years ago.

With more than 17,000 students, world-leading research and creative activities and a range of academic programs to
choose from, the College of Sciences is continuously moving the path of progress forward. This requires investment.
We invite you to join us on a historic mission. Go for Launch is more than a UCF philanthropic campaign —it's our
commitment to shape what's possible. Be the engine that propels the College of Sciences into tomorrow. We are
prepared for liftoff. The trajectory is clear: innovation, impact and opportunity. Our future. Your move.




WHAT STUDENTS SAY

FINANCIAL DIFFICULTY IS NO LAUGHING MATTER

For as long as she can remember, Lily Fang has overheard her parents talk
about their financial struggles. Her mother and father would spend the
entire day working and the evening at the living room coffee table figuring
out which bill to pay next. While they often joked about their debts, Lily
understood her circumstances were no laughing matter.

“l always worry about my family because they have so many life issues
that could be resolved with funds,” says Lily, a sociology major who
received a Maribeth Ehas First-Generation Endowed Scholarship.

“l am so relieved for this scholarship. It will help me pay for my
apartment and I'll get to stay with friends. | always wanted to find
roommates that | could stick with for many years, not just for security,
but for memories as well.”

STUDYING LIFE BENEATH THE WAVES

Following her military service, Carla Perscky, a master’s student in the UCF
Department of Biology and Navy veteran, was looking for her next mission. It
wasn't in the corporate world. Instead, volunteering at the UCF Coastal and
Estuarine Ecology Lab gave her purpose.

“We restored hundreds of feet of coastal habitat — from growing mangroves
to transporting them to islands where restoration was needed,” says Carla,
the recipient of the Women Divers Hall of Fame's (WDHOF) Susan L. Williams
Memorial Graduate Marine Conservation Scholarship, a prestigious award
that will help her fund critical research on how varying ocean temperatures
affect tropical seagrass. “It was a multi-faceted effort that showed how
much time and resources it takes to bring these ecosystems back and why
it'simportant to conserve them in the first place.”
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Of the 111 undergraduate
and 137 graduate degree
program at UCF’s College
of Sciences, psychology,
biology and digital
media are among the
UNIVERSITY’S
TOP 10 MAJORS
BY ENROLLMENT.

BUILDING FOUNDATION FOR FUTURE IN SPACE

As a physics major and intern at UCF's Exolith Lab,
Kaaliyah McGaughy helped build the world’s largest
simulated lunar surface, which will provide scientists at
NASA and other space companies a realistic testbed for
experiments and technologies.

“lI do a lot of what | do for my family,” says Kaaliyah, who
received a first-generation scholarship to support her
studies. “They sacrificed a lot to get me here today, and
without them, | wouldn't be here at all.”
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" WHAT DONORS SAY

‘SHARK TANK’ PRODUCER GIVES STUDENTS MORE SKIN IN GAME

As great as the panelists are, Clay Newbill ‘82 knows the real key to

the success of “Shark Tank” is the entrepreneurs who gain valuable
feedback and experience by appearing on the Emmy-award winning
television show. The UCF graduate and founder, president and
executive producer of 310 Entertainment, a company that specializes
in creating and producing cutting-edge reality competitions, comedies
and high stakes drama shows, including “Shark Tank,” “The Bachelor”
and “The Bachelorette,” gives students the same opportunity.

‘| started the scholarship because | want the students that attend
UCF to be successful and continue to grow and have a positive
impact on society,” says Clay, a radio-television major at UCF who
funded the Newbill Scholarship, which has provided dozens of paid
internship opportunities for students to work in television in Los
Angeles. “There is no better location to gain experience in the
entertainment industry than Los Angeles. It is the entertainment
industry capital of the world. Every sector of the industry is based
here. To use a sports analogy, it is the big leagues. “Shark Tank" is a
highly respected and regarded show in the industry. Every student
that goes through the program has a highly valuable addition to
their resume.”

ESTABLISHING A STRONG FOUNDATION

The generous support of Central Florida doctors, Ramesh Chopra
and Neena Chopra, led to the establishment of the Indian Community
Endowed Chair for The India Center. Active in the Indian American
community in Central Florida, Ramesh and Neena also helped
establish CAPI, a network of Indian American medical professionals
who fundraise and pool resources to support health and wellness
initiatives, professional growth and leadership development.

Says Ramesh, “It is our hope that our gift will help The India Center
create a strong foundation for ongoing research and teaching
about India, a dynamic culture that is both ancient and modern.”




WE WORK HERE

SUPPORTING LIFE ON MARS

With NASA and SpaceX planning missions to Mars, Ramses Ramirez is looking at ways

to make the Red Planet more Earth-like. By injecting Martian nanoparticles into the
atmosphere that will subsequently warm the planet’s surface, the UCF physics_professor'
believes Mars may be capable of supporting plant life, setting the stage for space tourism
and interstellar exploration.

“I'm excited to help pioneer UCF’s vision to send humans into other worlds,” says
Ramses. “If we have the resources and the money, this university can make large
dreams like this a reality.”

PROTECTING SENIORS FROM SCAMS

With elder fraud on the rise to the tune of about 147,000 victims and
losses totaling $4.8 billion, according to an annual FBI reb_ort, aCollege
of Sciences professor is developing a screening tool to help health care
providers identify older adults at high risk of getting s.cammed.

“You might think cognition and markers of decision making would be the
top predictors or risk,” says Nichole Lighthall, an associate professor of
psychology. “But it's more complex than that. Using behavioral and
neuroimaging methods, our multidisciplinary team is looking at this
problem from all angles.”

HOPE FOR HEPATITIS, HIV PATIENTS

Researchers in the College of Sciences have teamed with
colleagues in the College of Medicine to deliver a low-cost
biosensor test that can simultaneously detect HIV and
Hepatitis B and C. Their work, supported by the National
Institutes of Health, holds the promise of reducing the spread
of both viruses and the risks of patients developing liver
failure, cirrhosis and cancer.

Karin Chumbimuni-Torres, the project lead and associate
professor of chemistry, previously developed similar
technology for detecting dengue fever and Zika virus. More
than 300 million people live with the two forms of hepatitis
and more than 40 million live with HIV, according to the World

Health Organization.




WHY GIVING MATTERS

SCHOLARSHIP SUPPORT

Ripple Effect of Paying It Forward

Growing up in a single parent home, community programs, such

as food drives, after-school care and summer camps, provided
Beatrix Alerte with childhood support that was fundamental to her
development. It's why the communications major passes the service
baton forward at UCF as a mentor to two first-year students in the
Big Sister, Little Sister program and as a marketing ambassador for
Project BEST, which helps to guide first-generation students through
the intricate realm of higher education.

“Volunteering isn't something | do, it's part of who | am,” says
Beatrix, also an intern with UCF athletics who works on various

brand experience initiatives. “It's my way of honoring those who
N fzog ISMBiaggxy

B - ' y have made space for me.”
: % S That expression of gratitude was reinforced by one of her instructors,
f .g\ ' S / who — inspired by her father, her greatest mentor — launched the

: ' : Dr. Michelle Dusseau Communication and Community Impact
Scholarship which provides support and encouragement to students

engaged in volunteerism or service learning.

“It's in my DNA to give back,” says Michelle Dusseau, who teaches in
the Nicholson School of Communication and Media. “We are living in
challenging economic times where students are determining whether
to pick up an extra shift or go to class. This is about taking care of

Dr. Michelle Dusseau basic bills while leveraging the benefits of gaining a degree.”

"After my father unexpectedly lost his job last year, | became
deeply concerned about whether | would be able to continue my
education at UCF. Thanks to the generosity of UCF donors, | can
stay focused on my studies and pursue my dream of becoming
a lawyer. Thank you for investing in students like me and for
opening the door to opportunity for so many others.”

—CAROLINA LEWIS DE BORBA, POLITICAL SCIENCE MAJOR AND
RECIPIENT OF THE DWIGHT C. KIEL ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP




GREAT PLACES TO GIVE

STUDENTS

Through the generosity of our alumni,
friends and public-private partnerships,
philanthropy supports our students by
providing essential financial aid, improving
campus resources and funding specialized
programs, often addressing the gap
between tuition costs and affordability.
Through scholarships, fellowships and
emergency funding, your gifts reduce
student debt and boost retention rates.
You further influence student success

by enhancing research opportunities,
upgrading facilities and strengthening
support services.

WAYS TO GIVE

PROGRAMS

When our students have access

to better teaching methods, more
information and modern technologies
or tools, we elevate their intellectual
curiosity and expand their learning
potential. Your gift to the area that
best matches your passion will help
us to strengthen and expand our
innovative programs, modernize
facilities and create a robust and
engaged learning community for our
students outside the classroom.

The College of Sciences offers many meaningful ways to make a difference.

From establishing a named scholarship to funding interdisciplinary

programs and facilities, you can create life-changing opportunities for the
next generation of dreamers, doers and innovators — all while building your

philanthropic legacy.

FACULTY/RESEARCH

Your gifts to establish endowed
professorships, faculty fellowships
and joint academic appointments
help to attract the top researchers
and educators from around the
world to the College of Sciences
where they will empower our
students with catalyzing ideas and
transformative opportunities to
solve industry challenges.

Endowed Professorships and Directorships secure the long-term academic
excellence and prestige of the College of Sciences by attracting and
supporting top-tier faculty, cutting-edge research and student fellowships.

Scholarships reward our exceptionally talented students and help them bridge
the gap in financial aid, focus on their studies and complete their education on
time. Whether you choose to contribute to an existing scholarship fund, create
anew one or leave a legacy of support through an endowment, your gift opens
doors for aspiring students who will fuel Florida’s most vibrant economic
sector and make our world a better place to live.

Planned Gifts, such as bequests, beneficiary designations and charitable
trusts, create a legacy at the College of Sciences by providing long-term
support for students, faculty and innovative programs.

Naming Opportunities offer donors a chance to support the College of
Sciences while honoring the memory of a loved one or paying tribute to
someone who has shaped their lives.

Sponsorships help fund programming and networking events held
throughout the year. From brand exposure to networking opportunities with
top job candidates, sponsorship offers you brand exposure and exclusive
access to our community.

The College of Sciences is

the largest college at UCF,
with more than 16,000
STUDENTS, 80,000
ALUMNI AND NEARLY
600 FACULTY AND
STAFF MEMBERS.




WHY UCF, WHY NOW

The future is here. Located in Orlando, the University of Central Florida is a leader in developing human
capital to meet the needs of the world’s largest economy. UCF is the second-largest university in the
nation, with about 70,000 students enrolled annually and more than 400,000 alumni worldwide — each
of them serving as brand ambassadors, boosting UCF’s national and global reputation.

With programs ranging from communication and journalism to the physical, biological, social, behavioral
and computational sciences, we can identify mutually beneficial partnerships that align your interests
with the College of Sciences’ resources and expertise. Whether you are looking to increase your
visibility, connect with leading faculty and ground-breaking research, recruit from the best and brightest
students, or remove financial barriers to make education accessible, we want to hear from you.

OUR STRENGTH IN NUMBERS

MOST INNOVATIVE SUPPLIER OF GRADUATES EMERGENCY GRADUATE VIDEO

UNIVERSITY IN U.S. TO U.S. AEROSPACE AND MANAGEMENT PROGRAM GAME DESIGN PROGRAM IN
DEFENSE INDUSTRIES (U.S. News & World Report) THE WORLD

(Aviation Week) (The Princeton Review and
PC Gamer Magazine)

1 1 “4 6

(U.S. News & World Report)

CHOICE FOR MODELING AND COLLEGE FOR HOSPITALITY ONLINE BACHELOR’S NATIONAL COLLEGIATE CYBER
SIMULATION ADVANCED IN THE WORLD PROGRAM IN PSYCHOLOGY DEFENSE COMPETITION
TRAINING FOR DOD (CEO World Magazine) (U.S. News & World Report) CHAMPIONSHIPS

¥229M 70K 436,588

RESEARCH STUDENTS ENROLLED DEGREES CONFERRED
EXPENDITURES

For more information, contact:

Advancement & Partnerships @ Advancement

407-823-1997

COSAdvancement@ucf.edu ucr | and Partnerships



