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THE OPPORTUNITY

The doctor who caught a diagnosis just in time. The researcher whose discovery led to a life-saving treatment.
The breakthrough in biotechnology that offered new hope to families who had lost it. Behind every story of healing

is someone who made it possible — through knowledge, compassion and innovation.

But the care we depend on — and the discoveries that save lives — don't happen by chance. They are developed

with purpose.

At the University of Central Florida College of Medicine, that purpose begins before a student's first class even
starts. During our annual White Coat Ceremony, future physicians pledge to follow “The Good Doctor — a UCF
Tradition,” committing to qualities like dependability, honesty and integrity. Through coursework, hands-on research

and training at hospitals across the state, students learn to combine those qualities with innovative science.

They graduate ready to lead in a healthcare landscape that demands both empathy and innovation. They join a
workforce of more than 280,000 employees across the life sciences and health sector in Central Florida alone,

helping address the projected shortage of 18,000 physicians in Florida by 2035.

Our physicians, scientists and medical technologists are not just saving lives. They're transforming how we live

them and building upon UCF’s legacy of turning potential into impact.




EVERY GREAT JOURNEY BEGINS WITH A BOLD IDEA —
AND THE GRIT TO BRING IT TO LIFE.

When UCF established the College of Medicine 20 years ago, it wasn't just building a medical school from the ground
up. It was charting new frontiers in healthcare as a global destination where knowledge, compassion and innovation

orbit together in the pursuit of human progress and economic impact.

Today, it's the gravitational center of a biosciences hub at Medical City in Lake Nona, where scientists and physicians
work side by side to illuminate new cures and treatments for the world’s most challenging diseases. From the College
of Medicine building and Burnett Biomedical Sciences facilities to the UCF Lake Nona Hospital and Cancer Center,
discovery and care share a mission to improve lives and transform healthcare. Here are just a handful of ways our

students, alumni and faculty are turning that ethos into action.

A Pioneering Spirit

For cardiologist Elona Rrapo Kaso “13MD, the dream of becoming a physician began in Albania,
where she witnessed firsthand how healthcare providers can make a difference in communities.
Years later, that calling brought her to a brand-new medical school in Orlando — one without a
history but filled with vision. Here, she found faculty and administrators ready to build something
extraordinary: a medical school founded on the belief that every patient deserves a “Good Doctor.”

As part of the charter class, Kaso helped shape what UCF’s medical program would become.

4 -~ She continues that pursuit today as an assistant professor of internal medicine. =
LY
"-’-" “I believed in Medical City when it was only a vision, and | continue to believe it will become
™ one of the best destinations and referral medical centers in the world to receive care,”

says Kaso, who transformed heart health in Central Florida by establishing an advanced cardiac

imaging program at the Orlando VA Medical Center.




A Legacy of Care

First-year medical student Nicole Stevens ‘25 has always put others first. As the
eldest of 10 children, she grew up tending scraped knees and calming fears — early
sparks of a calling she wouldn't fully understand until years later. After high school,
she married, became a mother of three and kept that instinct to heal close, waiting
for the moment when she could pursue it fully.

At 26, she took her first step toward that dream, enrolling at Valencia College and
then transferring to UCF, where she graduated with a perfect 4.0 in biomedical
sciences. Along the way, she volunteered at Nemours Children's Health, researched
ways to improve asthma care for children, and co-founded the student organization It
Takes a Village to support transfer and nontraditional students like herself.

“I'm not a traditional student at all,” she says. “But | want people to know they can do
it. You just must take that first step. Pursue your dreams and get the best out of life.
I am living proof of the UCF spirit: unleashing potential.”

Redefining What's Possible

Associate Professor Laura Brattain is helping shape the future of medicine — one
intelligent tool at a time. A pioneer at the intersection of artificial intelligence,
medical ultrasound and surgical robotics, she develops technologies that improve
care where it matters most: in communities that need faster diagnoses, safer
procedures and greater access to expertise. She’s equally committed to preparing
the next generation of innovators. Through hands-on courses in medical robotics
and collaborative clinical partnerships, Brattain empowers future biotechnicians to
use technology with purpose and compassion by designing tools that better detect
nerves, guide procedures and even reduce the need for invasive breast biopsies.

"With the advances in Al and hardware acceleration, medical robotics is the next
frontier in healthcare innovation,” says Brattain, who is part of UCF's new Institute
for Artificial Intelligence. “My hope is that students graduate with not only a
solid understanding of how robotics and Al are transforming medicine, but
as future innovators who can bridge engineering and healthcare to improve
patient outcomes.”

OPPORTUNITIES FOR ENGAGEMENT

«  JOIN THE ALUMNI MENTOR NETWORK

- ATTEND MD ALUMNI REUNION

- SHARE YOUR EXPERTISE ON UCF MEDTALK
- BECOME A PRECEPTOR
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New Frontiers in Medicine

Jennifer Fogarty brings decades of NASA expertise to COM, where she’s helping
chart a bold new frontier in healthcare — one that reaches from outer space
back to patients on Earth. As chief scientist at UCF's new Center for Aerospace
and Extreme Environments Medicine, she leads a multidisciplinary team to
keep space travelers healthy and harness that knowledge to address health
challenges on Earth.

“My goal here at UCF is to build one of the best aerospace medicine
programs known on Earth,” says Fogarty, who draws on 17 years of
experience with NASA and Baylor College of Medicine's Translational Research
Institute for Space Health. Her research has helped transform discoveries
about microgravity, radiation and isolation into breakthroughs that advance
diagnostics, treatments and disease prevention for patients across Florida —
and beyond.

Innovation with Heart
Sun Latt is part of a growing movement at UCF of bridging the potential of
technology with the power of medicine. Since his first year as a biomedical

sciences major, he has been advancing regenerative medicine through
nanotechnology — from developing magnesium orthopedic implants that
dissolve safely as bones heal to designing nanobubble delivery systems that
release medication with precision. Inspired by his father, who learned to be
a doctor so he could care for people who needed the most help, especially
those in rural areas, Latt transforms complex science into practical,
compassionate solutions.

"

“My dad instilled a desire to create a positive impact through medicine,
says Latt, a Burnett Medical Scholar who aims to pursue a career as

a physician-scientist and transform complex science into practical,
compassionate solutions. "My exposure to science at UCF instilled an

additional desire: to use science as a tool to drive innovation in medicine.”

OPPORTUNITIES FOR INVESTMENT

«  SCHOLARSHIP ENDOWMENTS
«  FACULTY CHAIRS

- AEROSPACE MEDICINE

« TRAVEL HEALTH




WHY UCF, WHY NOW

At the University of Central Florida, we anticipate the challenges
of tomorrow and rise to meet them today. Our researchers are
solving the world’'s most pressing problems, and with every
breakthrough, we transcend boundaries and defy expectations.
This relentless pursuit of excellence has put UCF on the map —

and in the stars.

As a newly designated preeminent institution and one of the
nation’s top 15 most innovative public universities, UCF is boldly
creating a future the world has only begun to imagine. You see
that vision coming to life every day in the College of Medicine.

Advances in biotechnology, artificial intelligence and data-
driven medicine are redefining how we prevent, diagnose and

treat disease; yet, an aging population and persistent physician

shortages intensify the need for skilled, compassionate providers.

Nowhere is that urgency more than in Florida, which has the

second-highest demand for healthcare workers in the nation.

At UCF, we are meeting this critical demand head-on by
educating the next generation of physicians, researchers and
medical leaders. And through strong partnerships with leading
hospitals, research institutions and biotechnology firms, we
are translating discovery into better health outcomes and
contributing to the biomedical economy of Central Florida

and beyond.

Philanthropy and partnerships fuel this progress, and your
investment unlocks potential and elevates student success.
Whether through a one-time gift, pledge, planned gifts or
endowment, you have the power to transform healthcare and

improve our lives.

Join us on our mission. Go for Launch is more than a campaign —
it's our commitment to shaping what's next. Together, we

are building a future without limits. The engines are ignited, and
the trajectory is clear: innovation, impact and opportunity for

generations to come. The future starts now — and it starts at UCF.

FOR UCF MEDICAL SCHOOL

COLLEGE OF MEDICINE BY NUMBERS

100%

RESIDENCY PLACEMENT

1,300+

PHYSICIANS UCF
HAS PRODUCED SINCE
THE FIRST CLASS
GRADUATED IN 2013

STUDENTS (2025)

720+

RESIDENTS TRAINING AT
46 ACCREDITED UCF-HCA
FLORIDA HEALTHCARE
GRADUATE MEDICAL

100% 19

MEDICAL STUDENTS WHO
CONDUCT RESEARCH DURING
THEIR TIME AT UCF

CLINICAL TRIAL IN
PROGRESS

EDUCATION PROGRAM

~45,000

PATIENTS SEEN ANNUALLY AT UCF HEALTH FOR PRIMARY CARE AND LIFESTYLE
MEDICINE VISITS AS WELL AS SPECIALTY VISITS IN CARDIOLOGY, DERMATOLOGY,
ENDOCRINOLOGY, GENERAL SURGERY, GERIATRICS, NEPHROLOGY,

OPHTHALMOLOGY, PSYCHIATRY AND RHEUMATOLOGY

For more information, contact:

Katie Korkosz ‘04 ‘06MS
Executive Director for
Advancement, Health Affairs
Katiek@ucf.edu

Thomas Bolick ‘07
Senior Director of Advancement,

College of M.edicine @ Advancement
Thomas.Bolick@ucf.edu UCE al‘ld Partnerships



